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§ 201.3 Approval of State plans and 
amendments. 

The State plan consists of written 
documents furnished by the State to 
cover each of its programs under the 
Act: Old-age assistance (title I); aid 
and services to needy families with 
children (part A of title IV); aid to the 
blind (title X); aid to the permanently 
and totally disabled (title XIV); or aid 
to the aged, blind or disabled (title 
XVI). The State may submit the com-
mon material on more than one pro-
gram as an integrated plan. However, 
it must identify the provisions perti-
nent to each title since a separate plan 
must be approved for each public as-
sistance title. A plan submitted under 
title XVI encompasses, under a single 
plan, the programs otherwise covered 
by three separate plans under titles I, 
X, and XIV. After approval of the origi-
nal plan by the Administration, all rel-
evant changes, required by new stat-
utes, rules, regulations, interpreta-
tions, and court decisions, are required 
to be submitted currently so that the 
Administration may determine wheth-
er the plan continues to meet Federal 
requirements and policies. 

(a) Submittal. State plans and revi-
sions of the plans are submitted first to 
the State governor or his designee for 
review in accordance with § 204.1 of this 
chapter, and then to the regional of-
fice. The States are encouraged to ob-
tain consultation of the regional staff 
when a plan is in process of preparation 
or revision. 

(b) Review. Staff in the regional of-
fices are responsible for review of State 
plans and amendments. They also ini-
tiate discussion with the State agency 
on clarification of significant aspects 
of the plan which come to their atten-
tion in the course of this review. State 
plan material on which the regional 
staff has questions concerning the ap-
plication of Federal policy is referred 
with recommendations as required to 
the central office for technical assist-
ance. Comments and suggestions, in-
cluding those of consultants in speci-
fied areas, may be prepared by the cen-
tral office for use by the regional staff 
in negotiations with the State agency. 

(c) Action. The Regional Adminis-
trator, exercised delegated authority 
to take affirmative action on State 

plans and amendments thereto on the 
basis of policy statements or prece-
dents previously approved by the Ad-
ministrator. The Administrator retains 
authority for determining that pro-
posed plan material is not approvable, 
or that a previously approved plan no 
longer meets the requirements for ap-
proval, except that a final determina-
tion of disapproval may not be made 
without prior consultation and discus-
sion by the Administrator with the 
Secretary. The Regional Adminis-
trator, or the Administrator formally 
notifies the State agency of the actions 
taken on State plans or revisions. 

(d) Basis for approval. Determinations 
as to whether State plans (including 
plan amendments and administrative 
practice under the plans) originally 
meet or continue to meet, the require-
ments for approval are based on rel-
evant Federal statutes and regulations. 
Guidelines are furnished to assist in 
the interpretation of the regulations. 

(e) Prompt approval of State plans. 
Pursuant to section 1116 of the Act, the 
determination as to whether a State 
plan submitted for approval conforms 
to the requirements for approval under 
the Act and regulations issued pursu-
ant thereto shall be made promptly 
and not later than the 90th day fol-
lowing the date on which the plan sub-
mittal is received in the regional of-
fice, unless the Regional Adminis-
trator, has secured from the State 
agency a written agreement to extend 
that period. 

(f) Prompt approval of plan amend-
ments. Any amendment of an approved 
State plan may, at the option of the 
State, be considered as a submission of 
a new State plan. If the State requests 
that such amendment be so considered 
the determination as to its conformity 
with the requirements for approval 
shall be made promptly and not later 
than the 90th day following the date on 
which such a request is received in the 
regional office with respect to an 
amendment that has been received in 
such office, unless the Regional Admin-
istrator, has secured from the State 
agency a written agreement to extend 
that period. In absence of request by a 
State that an amendment of an ap-
proved State plan shall be considered 
as a submission of a new State plan, 
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the procedures under § 201.6 (a) and (b) 
shall be applicable. 

(g) Effective date. The effective date 
of a new plan may not be earlier than 
the first day of the calendar quarter in 
which an approvable plan is submitted, 
and with respect to expenditures for as-
sistance under such plan, may not be 
earlier than the first day on which the 
plan is in operation on a statewide 
basis. The same applies with respect to 
plan amendments that provide addi-
tional assistance or services to persons 
eligible under the approved plan or 
that make new groups eligible for as-
sistance or services provided under the 
approved plan. For other plan amend-
ments the effective date shall be as 
specified in other sections of this chap-
ter. 

[35 FR 12180, July 29, 1970, as amended at 39 
FR 34542, Sept. 26, 1974; 42 FR 43977, Sept. 1, 
1977; 53 FR 36579, Sept. 21, 1988]

§ 201.4 Administrative review of cer-
tain administrative decisions. 

Pursuant to section 1116 of the Act, 
any State dissatisfied with a deter-
mination of the Administrator pursu-
ant to § 201.3 (e) or (f) with respect to 
any plan or amendment may, within 60 
days after the date of receipt of notifi-
cation of such determination, file a pe-
tition with the Regional Adminis-
trator, asking the Administrator for 
reconsideration of the issue of whether 
such plan or amendment conforms to 
the requirements for approval under 
the Act and pertinent Federal require-
ments. Within 30 days after receipt of 
such a petition, the Administrator 
shall notify the State of the time and 
place at which the hearing for the pur-
pose of reconsidering such issue will be 
held. Such hearing shall be held not 
less than 30 days nor more than 60 days 
after the date notice of such hearing is 
furnished to the State, unless the Ad-
ministrator and the State agree in 
writing on another time. For hearing 
procedures, see part 213 of this chapter. 
A determination affirming, modifying, 
or reversing the Administrator’s origi-
nal decision will be made within 60 
days of the conclusion of the hearing. 
Action pursuant to an initial deter-
mination by the Administrator de-
scribed in such § 201.3 (e) or (f) that a 
plan or amendment is not approvable 

shall not be stayed pending the recon-
sideration, but in the event that the 
Administrator subsequently deter-
mines that his original decision was in-
correct he shall certify restitution 
forthwith in a lump sum of any funds 
incorrectly withheld or otherwise de-
nied. 

[35 FR 12180, July 29, 1970, as amended at 42 
FR 43977, Sept. 1, 1977; 53 FR 36579, Sept. 21, 
1988]

§ 201.5 Grants. 
To States with approved plans, 

grants are made each quarter for ex-
penditures under the plan for assist-
ance, services, training and adminis-
tration. The determination as to the 
amount of a grant to be made to a 
State is based upon documents sub-
mitted by the State agency containing 
information required under the Act and 
such other pertinent facts, including 
title IV–A the appropriate Federal 
share of child support collections made 
by the State, as may be found nec-
essary. 

(a) Form and manner of submittal. (1) 
Time and place: The estimates for pub-
lic assistance grants for each quarterly 
period must be forwarded to the re-
gional office 45 days prior to the period 
of the estimate. They include a certifi-
cation of State funds available and a 
justification statement in support of 
the estimates. A statement of quar-
terly expenditures and any necessary 
supporting schedules must be for-
warded to the Department of Health 
and Human Services, Family Support 
Administration, not later than 30 days 
after the end of the quarter. 

(2) Description of forms: ‘‘State 
Agency Expenditure Projection—Quar-
terly Projection by Program’’ rep-
resents the State agency’s estimate of 
the total amount and the Federal share 
of expenditures for assistance, services, 
training, and administration to be 
made during the quarter for each of the 
public assistance programs under the 
Act. From these estimates the State 
and Federal shares of the total expend-
itures are computed. The State’s com-
puted share of total estimated expendi-
tures is the amount of State and local 
funds necessary for the quarter. The 
Federal share is the basis for the funds 
to be advanced for the quarter. The 
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